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children to school there was the same difficulty. They said, an
exception could be made in favour of my children who would be
allowed to go to an English school. I said, "No, unless all Indian
children with clean habits were free to go to English schools, I
won't send mine." And I kept my children without school edu-
cation, even incurring the charge that I was neglecting their
education. Oh! There were any number of disabilities. I can
feel as one of you because I have passed through exactly the
same difficulties. I boarded a bus once and took my seat. For
refusing to leave the seat that was given to me I was kicked and
brutally mauled about. The other passengers were so alarmed
at this man's behaviour that they remonstrated with him, and
out of sheer shame he left me.1 But you know that I lived down
these prejudices in course of time, not by retaliation but by
suffering. I verily believe that the treatment of our countrymen
overseas is a just nemesis for the ill-treatment you receive in India.
That is what I mean when I repeat everywhere that we have
made ourselves pariahs in the Empire and that Hinduism will be
blotted out of the face of the earth if we don't take care be-
times and get rid of the curse.

I know, Sir, you have said that often, and one does feel like that. But
untouchability has persisted so long. How will it be destroyed now?

Why? Was there not cannibalism in some parts, and the
custom of Suttee, in India? Do you think Hinduism could have
endured if those things had also persisted? They had to dis-
appear. Thinking minds revolted against these horrors, and now
that the consciousness of the horror of untouchability has been
aroused everywhere, it is bound to go. The consciousness is
growing upon every one of us that Hinduism is on its trial and
if it is not to be found wanting, it must rid itself of the curse.

Then, you think we must join the Congress?

You should and help as much as you can in the national
programme. Do the national work, take to the charkha and wear
khaddar, and purify yourselves. Above all realize the inherent
effectiveness and value of character. It is your character that
will tell in the end.

"We are very thankful indeed and shall try to carry out the suggestions.
Please pardon us for having troubled you at this late hour,'* said he, as they
were taking their leave. Gandhi very cordially said:

1 Vide An Autobiography, Pt. II, Gh. IX.